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for both. They then conversed on the general subject of
education for some time, and Sackville asked Ascham to
put down his views in a book. Ascham was suddenly
called to the Queen. The night following he slept but
little, and he determined to write a little treatise for
the new year, but the work rose daily higher and wider
than he expected. The book was not finished for some
little time afterwards.
The first part of the work is entitled <thfe bringing up
of youth,' and the main lesson in it is that gentleness is
to be used in education in preference to severity. In the
second book, entitled ' the ready way to the Latin tongue,'
Ascham explains his method at length. First the simple
rules of accidence are to be learned in the grammar.
Then Sturm's Epistles of Cicero is to be taken as a text-
book The master is to follow in some respects the
method of Ratich. He is to explain the meaning of each
epistle, to construe it to the child in English, to parse it
over perfectly. This done, the child is to construe and
parse it over again until he knows it. Then he is to take
a paper book and write out by himself the translation of
the lesson in English ; then, when this has been corr, cted
by the master, he is after the interval of an hour to translate
the English into Latin back again. The translation is to
be compared by the master with Cicero's original. He is
not to chide, but to say e Tully would have used such a
word, not this ; Tully would have placed this word here,
not there; would have used this case, this number, this
person, this degree, this gender; he would have used this
word, this mood, this tense, this simple rather than this
compound ; this adverb here, not there ; he would have
ended the sentence with this verb, not with that noun or
participle.' In this way the scholar is to go through th e first
book of Sturm's selected Epistles, and a good piece of a

